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THE,-BOOKPEATE 


This short note on Bookplates has been 

prepared by the Association to meet, as 
far as may be in a small compass, the 
growing demand for a simple Bookplate of 
good design which shall be fitting alike for 
the little library and the large one. 
_ The Booklover has always desired a 
badge which may be attached to his books 
and which shall proclaim the ownership 
without in any way taking from the beauty 
or the value of the volume. It is true that 
an autograph will serve, but not only is an 
inscription out of character with the printed 
book, it undoubtedly lessens its value in the 
sale-room. It may, moreover, be so easily 
removed by the unscrupulous, who, having 
permanently “‘adopted” a borrowed 
volume, would destroy the certificate of 
origin. 


The 
Book- 


plate. 


In the Middle Ages, and before the 
advent of the printed book, we find 
illuminated on the vellum or embossed 
upon the binding a design proclaiming the 
ownership. ‘There may be seen at Prague 
an illuminated Passzonary dated 1312, 
made for the Abbess Kunigunde, daughter 
of the King of Bohemia, which bears her 
Bookplate in the form of a daintily limned 
portrait of the pious owner. There are 
extant Bookplates said to have been 
designed by Albrecht Durer, and al- 
though since those spacious times the 
Bookplate has passed through many phases, 
and for more than a century worn the 
guise of the crudest heraldic badge, it still. 
survives; clad indeed in a finer design and 
arrayed with more dainty fantasy than in 
the past. 

Hitherto the Bookplate, at a cost of 
four or five pounds, has been a luxury for 
the enjoyment of the rich alone ;_ but now 
that every man of culture has a library, or 
the beginnings of one, a demand has arisen 
for a Bookplate at moderate cost. Thanks 


y 


to the high development of printing and 
the wealth of good design available, such a 
plate may well be provided. 


PEE. COST. 


In the following pages will be found some 
examples of the Bookplate or Ex Libris 
which can be produced by the Association 
at a total cost of One Guinea for the Block 
with proof print. For Block and 250 
labels the cost would be £1 6s. 6d., and 
£1 9s. Od. for the Block and five hundred 
labels, neatly encased and delivered by 
post. An additional charge of One 
Shilling per hundred is made for gumming 
the labels, thus rendering them ready for 
immediate insertion. 

These prices are the lowest consistent 
with proper payment for the design, printing, 
paper and packing, and are for cash with 


order. In every case where precise instruc- 


tions are accompanied by crossed cheque 
or postal order, payable to the Booklovers’ 
Association, the Bookplate and labels can 
be delivered within the fortnight. 
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The 
Book- 
plate. 


The > 
Cost. 


Minia- 
ture 


Plate. 


Choice. 


THE MINIATURE PLATE. 


Some Booklovers desire a Miuiniature 
Bookplate for insertion in pocket volumes, 
Elzevirs and the exquisite French bibelots of 
the Eighteenth Century. For this purpose 
a Miniature Exemplar as on page 15 can 
be supplied simultaneously with the ordinary 
Bookplate, and of like design, at £1 18s. 6d. 
for the two blocks with 200 large labels 
and 100 Miniatures. Of course, any 
numbers could be quoted for on demand. 


CHOICEIOER Til BOOKPEATE: 


Leigh Hunt declares, ‘It is books that 
teach us to refine on our pleasures.” Any 
Booklover may safely be trusted to select 
his design or the style of his Plate and its 
motif. The Armorial, Pictorial, Architec- 
tural, Bookpile and the simple Decorative 
Badge makes each its separate appeal, and 
to all of these may be added some special 
idea or character of the chooser. <A 
departure can be made, if desired, from 
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any of the exemplars here given, and the Choice. 


Association will carry out precise instruc- 
tions on the model selected. ‘Thus the 
designs of pages 15 and 19 would be 
adapted to the lily, violet or another flower, 
while the author of page 16 would be 
changed to Dickens or Dante. If an heraldic 
plate be required, a large design or a 
correctly-worded emblazon should be sent 


with the order. For the Rhodes, or Man- 


of Mark, page 20, several good finger or 
thumb prints in black pigment should be 
sent for selection; and in every case full 
names should be clearly stated. 


OWN DESIGNS. 


The Association likes to carry out the 
Booklover’s own designs. These should 
be definitely limned in Indian ink and 
white on stiff paper or board, and should 
be at least one-third larger than the actual 
plate required. In every case the prices 
already quoted are invariable, save only 
where our Artists are requiyed to submit 
more than one special design. 
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Designs. 


Collec- 


tors. 


EX LIBRIS. COEEBGTORS: 


Many Booklovers, having once acquired 
a Bookplate and inserted it in their library, 
become Collectors of Bookplates or Ex 
Libris, as the labels are commonly called. 
They send a copy of their Plate to any 
friend or acquaintance who possesses a 
Bookplate, with a request for an exchange. 
The collection thus obtained is increased 
by purchases and safely stored in the 
special Ex Libris Files and Cases manu- 
factured for the purpose. Ex Libris 
Societies exist in Spain, France, Russia, 
Germany, Sweden, and indeed in the 
uttermost parts of the earth. No sooner 
does the ownership of a Bookplate become 
known than demands issue and arrive from 
all quarters, and the plate is duly exchanged 
to add to those wonderful collections of 
Armorial, French Motto, Ulster Ribbon, or 
American Brass which are shown with 
such pride at the meetings of the various 
Ex Libris Societies, or reproduced in the 
pages of their magazines. ___ It is important 
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that those who intend to join the army of 
Collectors should not forget to order the 
full complement of labels in the first instance, 
as, owing to the complications of printing, 
subsequent reprints are far more costly and 
work out usually at the rate of three or 


four shillmgs a hundred labels. 
OUR EXCHANGE. 


We are unable to undertake exchanges 
on a large scale, but we can arrange for the 
exchange of, say, half a dozen Bookplates 
on receipt of the six labels and six penny 
stamps. We can only do this, however, 
for those who send up Bookplates of the 
Booklovers’ Association. 


COLLECTORS” PRINTS. 


We can, if desired, express a small 
number of Bookplates in Sepia on thick 
cartridge paper. These prints, being in- 
tended exclusively for exchange, are not 
gummed. ‘The cost is Three Shillings a 
hundred. 
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Collec- 


tors. 


Ex- 


change. 


Sepia 
Prints. 


Book- 


binding. 


Old & 
Scarce 
Books, 


etc. 


BOOKBINDING. 


The Association undertakes the binding 
of rare and valuable books in exact accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the 
Special Committee of the Society of Arts 
on leather for bookbinding. The work is 
carried out by craftsmen of known ability. 
Prices can be quoted for the ordinary 
commercial work. 


OLD AND SCARCE BOOKS, 
BOOK-CASES, 
CASES FOR BOOKPLATES. 


The Association procures old or scarce 
books and rare editions, and provides expert 
opinion on the arrangement, indexing and 
furnishing of libraries. For further inform- 
ation written application should be made 
to 

The Secretary, 

The Booklovers’ Association, 
28, The Avenue, Bedford Park, 
- London, W 


‘A little library, growing larger 
every year, is an honourable part 
of a man’s history.” 


—Henry Ward Beecher. 


PANPIPES. 


Cost of this or similar design as 
set out on page 
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TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. 


For cost see page 3. 
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ARMORIAL. 


For cost see page 3 
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TADEMA. 


For cost see page 3. 
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For cost see page 3. 


FLOWER BADGE. 


For cost of this or similar design 
of any other flower see page 3. 


For cost of Miniature 
see page 4. 
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FAVOURITE AUTHOR 


For cost see page 3. 
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INTERIOR. 


For cost see page 3. 
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BOOKPILE. 


For cost see page 3. 
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NAME FLOWER. 


For cost see page 3. 
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